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The new look is striking, and integrates new and old furniture into the same space.  Existing shelving works well with
new furniture and fixtures, and tiled transition areas make the changes in flooring blend well.  The library feels brighter,
looks fresh, and is more open thanks to better use of natural lighting and space.  The older furniture in good condition
was moved to the multipurpose meeting/study area, and adds some more comfortable seating to where only tables and
chairs existed before.

Patrons have definitely noticed the changes in the library.  Kids tell library staff that they “are going to stay in the library”
now, and staff have noticed more patrons using the space rather than just coming and going.  Traffic has increased due
to the changes, and the concept of bringing the outside in has been noticed by all.  The best comment comes from the
Mayor of Palos Park, John Mahoney:  “The changes aren’t so big at its core, but it really makes such a difference in the
library.”

Sheila says that more improvements will be on the way in the future, but is happy that these small steps have shown so
much success.  The renovation at Palos Park is a perfect example of how small changes can make a big impact on the
community.  For a relatively small cost, this small space was transformed into a warmer, more welcoming location while
still retaining its unique community charm. 

For more information contact Sheila Sosnicki at ssosnicki@palosparklibrary.org.
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